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[A report on the International Verification and Follow-up Commission's activities in Panama City
prior to its dissolution by the five Central American presidents at the Jan. 15-16 summit in San
Jose, Costa Rica, is summarized below. The report was prepared by the Center for International
Policy (Washington, DC), and distributed by the Washington-based Nicaragua Network (01/14/88).]
At the Jan. 13 meeting of the International Verification and Follow-up Commission in Panama,
the governments of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua agreed to the
following statement: "The Central American presidents exhort the United States to cease its
assistance, in particular its military assistance, to the irregular forces which operate against the
government of Nicaragua. The definitive cessation of such assistance constitutes an indespensible
prerequisite for the success of peace efforts and of this entire procedure." The statement above is
an excerpt from a 36-paragraph summary of the International Verification Commission's report
approved in Panama, titled "Report on Progress in Complying with the Agreement on Establishing a
Firm and Lasting Peace." The verification commission was established by the five Central American
presidents in August to monitor compliance with the accord. Its members include foreign ministers
from the Central American nations, Contadora and Support Group countries (Argentina, Brazil,
Colombia, Panama, Peru, Mexico, Uruguay and Venezuela), and the secretaries general of the
Organization of American States and the United Nations. According to the Center for International
Policy's researcher in Panama, the call for cutting off contra aid was a major item of discussion
during the meetings. Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte, consulted by telephone by his
delegation, was opposed to the request. However, as a sweetener, a statement accusing Nicaragua
of assisting the Salvadoran guerrillas was offered. The Brazilian delegation objected to including
this statement on the grounds that all the world knows of US aid to the contras, while Nicaragua's
aid to the Salvadoran rebels is a matter of conjecture. The final report language consisted of a
compromise. It said that the commission had received an accusation by the government of El
Salvador against Nicaragua and noted that the ending of any such assistance to the Salvadoran
rebels is an indispensible step towards peace. The report noted that the commission had received
a denial of this accusation from Nicaragua. Regarding Nicaragua's compliance with the Guatemala
accords, the report said Nicaragua, while suffering badly from the continuation of the war, has
"made concrete steps in the effort to achieve a democratic process." In the section on amnesty,
the report singled out the governments of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. It noted that
there were not many prisoners to be amnestied in those countries because of the practice of
"previous governments" of killing prisoners. The phrase of "previous governments" was inserted
at the demand of these three countries. On the use of territory for attacks against one another, the
commission merely noted that the government of El Salvador has charged Nicaragua, which in turn
has charged Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica. Overall, however, the commission found that
each country in the region has made progress in compliance with the accords.
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